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The Multipart/Related  Content Type

The Multipart/related content type is designed when you are sending several files, which are

related by URL-links. It is used, for example, to send HTML, SGML and XML with

embedded pictures or applets as separate files.

Each file is a separate body parts. Each body part is labelled by either Content-ID or Content-

Location. The URL referring to the body part from another body part, is of the URL type

"cid:" to refer to a Content-ID, or can be any kind of URL (absolute or relative) to refer to a

Content-Location with the same content.

Example (abbreviated):

Content-type:
Multipart/related

The compound object of the HTML text and
the embedded message.

Content-Type: Text/html The main text in HTL format.

<IMG SRC="cid:1*foo@bar.net> Link to an embedded image using a "cid:"
type URL.

<IMG SRC="picture.gif"> Link to an embedded image using a relative
URL.

Content-Type: Image/gif

Content-ID: 1*foo@bar.net
The first embedded image, identified by a
Content-ID.

Content-Type: Image/gif

Content-Location: picture.gif
The second embedded image, identified by a
Content-Locdation URL.

Since some mailers do not support this, messages are usually sent using multipart/alternative,

with plain text in the first branch and HTML in the second branch. This can be done in two

ways:

With the multipart/alternative inside the multipart/related:

Content-Type:
Multipart/related

Content-Type:
Multipart/alternative

Content-Type:
Image/gif

Content-type:
Text/plain

Content-Type:
Text/html

With the multipart/alternative outside the multipart/related:

Content-type:
Text/html

Content-Type:
Text/Image/gif

Content-Type:
Multipart/related

Content-Type:
Text/plain

Content-Type:
Multipart/alternative

Some mailers send messages using each of these methods, so a good mailer will have to be

able to receive messages in both formats.
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